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Shenandoah sees

chance at sewer

Village qualifies to seek grant to pay
for innovative pollution-control system

By Linicla Mairtz
Mews Jowrnal

MANSFIELD
Shenandoah 1ok a
giant  step  toward
building an innovative
community sewer that
could be a model for
other rural hamlets in
LM

Richland County
COMMissioners learned
Frday moming enough
residents finally responded
to & survey to ensure the
unincorporated rural ham-
let qualifies to apply for a
gtate  block grant  of
200,000

With that final piece of
the funding puezle n place,
e county might be able 1o
build the $93.000 sewer
project without assessing
residents at all, Commis-
sioner Dan Hardwick said.

Commissioner [ave
Swartz sald a Shenandoah
résident, Dave Enzor, visit-
ed his farm recently, con
cerned that efforts o get
enough residents o share
income information with
the state had stalled.

“He was real concerned
about not  getting this
grant,” Swartz sald.

That put the wheels in
motion, Swartz and a health
department afflcial went (o
Shenandoah on Monday to
speak to three of the seven
property owners who re-
partedly hadn't responded
to the survey. Ensor con-
tacted the remaining four.

Roberta Acosta of the
Ohio Rural Communities
Assistance Program tald
local officials this week the

being used any-
where in Ohio.”

“It is cutting-edge

technology not

Dan Hardwick
county commissicner

state had recelved enough
FES[RHISES.

Shenandoah, with 8 me-
dian houzebeld income of
S3 000 and 58 percent of
residents at law to moder-
ate incomes, qualifies for
the grant, she told commis-
sNers

“It juq: comes together
when you've gat the right
people and they realize
how cloge it was," Swarlz
said. "“This is & great step
forward ®

Commissioners harve
been criticized by =some
county residents who paic
large assessments  for
sewer projects and belleve
shenandoah residents
shpuld hawve to pay, toa.

But  Shenandoah s
unique, Hardwick =aid
State officials see it a8 a
possible state pilot project
that coould demonstrale
how to deal with pollution
profdems in kamlets Far
from municipalities.

Standard sanitary sewer
systems built for larger
communities consist  of
pipes leading from houses
to a large sewer plant,
which processes sludge For
release to a stream, d-
wick said.
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It's & system that works
only with smaller volumes,
hmﬂn said the design
wiil =ave Shenandoah resi-
dents considerable money,
“When we started this owt,
we Were ar agseqg-
mEnts ihe val-
nes of the homes,” he said.

and ofher pro
posed funding. residents
still would pay 8 service
fee of 54250 per manth

chse o Richland County’s
existing flat rate for sewer
pmja-:::q cOmmissianers

“There will be & tap-in
lee. They're going o have
te run & ling from their
kouse 1o a collection tank
ot at the right-of-way”™
Hardwick said.

State officials todd proj-
ecl planners Shenandoaah
stands a good chance of re-
ceiving the grant, Hard-
wick said. It iz cutting-
edge technology not being
used anywhere in Ohllo™
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