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EPA pushes

Shenandoah
on sewers

By Linda Martz

MNews Journal

SHENANDDAH — The Ohio | ates, hired by commissioners,
EPA s drafting an order requir- ME with a plan lor a decen-
(Hson

ing & community sewer system
in Shenandoah, Richland County
commissioners said Thursday. funding, property owners would

That means the county may | have to be assessed an average

need to act promptly to build & | of $35 (00 apiece, he said.
system costing $534,000 — with The consultants also proposed
or without a $200,000 state block | g

pudﬁm help the
grant that could save property m a large proj-

owners from being assessed | agl Thal
$6,000 each, County Commis- | State Issue 2 grants and loans, &

sioner Ed Olson said. $200,000 research and innova-

Olzon saad the EPA is impa- | tion grant through the Ohio
tient with delays local officials | Water Authority
have encountered trying to gath- | and the community de-

er fmancial information from | yelopment block grant.
Shenamdoah  residents  that Federal and state officials see
would prove at least 51 percent | the Shenandoah a5 A po-
of residents are in the low- or | tential pilot W shows
moderate-income Canges. hiow to deal strearm pollis-
Thar proal’ is needed o obtain | thon small

the state gramt, the final piece of | rural Oil=on said.
a funding package that might ket “The EPA ﬁﬁ like 10
residents escape assessments up pollution in all these little
Shenendoah contains only 37 | lages™ that are oo far from met-
homes or businesses. The EPA | popalitan aress to be hooked into
s

wants the village to replace old

septic tanks. Commissioners say | small the cost
septic effluent flows into ditches m Wayne Bishop
off (o 13, of E.E. McCartney,

Uommissioner Dan Hardwick
said an EPA staffer sald he is
wrilting  orders requiring  the
county o &ct.

“The EPA has said, you've gl
the Public Works Commission
maney, you've got the innovation
grant. You could start this prog-
et and just assess these people
for the difference, Olson said.

County officials have estab-
lished that 47 percent of resi-
dents are low- o moderate-in
come, but have hit roadblocks
obtaining household income fig-
ures fiegm some residents Al
least seven property OWnDers
have not responded, despite
diar-to-door visits and & mailing
campadgn,

If the EPA issues an order to
build the sewer system, fallure
b chiy S0 coaled ressult in the coum-
t¥ being sued, Olson said. “Be-
fore 1 would ask everybody in
the county to coniribute o a
$10.000-a-day fine, my sugges-
tion is, we have about six peaple
in Shemandoah who should fill
out the form _." the commission-
er said.

Commissioner Dave Swartz
said Thursday afternoon the
problem may be solved, Ome ad-
dress that didn't respond be-
longs to a closed business, and
anpther apparently contains a

zhed but no house.
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