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Snarls ahead
Lexington road work creates driving
headaches

By Norm Narvaja
News Journal

LEXINGTON -- Jack Alesch’s job at Kell Hardware
provides him a birds-eye view of traffic that streams
up and down Main Street, also known as U.S. 42.

It’s picked up even more during the last three
weeks.

“You’ll have to wait at any place there is no traffic
light if you want to get back on 42,” Alesch said.
“Especially Orchard Park Road, I’ve seen up to 20
cars waiting in line to get on 42.”

The Richland County Engineer’s Office closed a
portion of Lexington-Springmill Road north of
Cockley Road and south of Home Road on March
31. The project, which will last until late October at
the earliest, has required motorists to seek detours
around that stretch of road.

K.E. McCartney is the contract administrator for the
project.

Its vice president, Jim Mawhorr, said Kokosing
Construction Company, Inc. is doing the work, re-
aligning the road curve and improving the sight line
for traffic.

“It was identified as a safety problem which needed
to be corrected,” Mawhorr said.

Richland County Deputy Engineer Charles “Chip”
Wise cited a Richland County Regional Planning
Commission preliminary report from 2000 to 2002
as a reason for the project.

Two intersections within the construction area,
Lexington-Springmill at Hanley and Owens roads,
were ranked third and 12th, respectively, in crashes
throughout Mansfield and Richland County, he said.

Dave Polcyn

Workers from Kokosing Construction Company Inc.
prepare the new path of Lexington-Springmill Road
north of Lexington on Friday.

The ranks rise to first and fourth when limited to
county roads only.

The $3.5 million project is scheduled for comple-
tion by 2005, Mawhorr said.

“But the contractor is trying to expedite it, getting
the first phase (Cockley Road to Cook Road) and
the second phase (Cook to Home Road) done by
November of this year,” he said.

Lexington Village Administrator Chuck Pscholka
said traffic on the site will be open for local access
only, but that is subject to change.

Orange detour signs direct motorists to use Trimble
Road from Lexington Avenue, then Millsboro Road
and back onto Lexington-Springmill Road.

Construction has increased traffic. A steady stream
of cars can be seen along the detour route on a given
afternoon.

However, a line does start to form at Trimble Road
and Lexington Avenue. Wise said that is to be ex-
pected.

“Twelve-thousand cars use that stretch of Lexington
Springmill Road every day, and they are taking the
detour.”

Ann Patterson, who lives on Millsboro Road, said
she has not found getting out of her driveway dif-
ficult, yet.



“People are still finding their routes around the
construction,” she said. “It’s worse around Trimble
and 42.”

Wise said other routes were examined by the engi-
neer’s office, but were dropped because they deter-
mined the alternatives would not be able to handle
the additional traffic.

Wise and Pscholka said local access allows resi-
dents and businesses within the construction area to
get in and out of their homes and workplaces. The
site is closed to through traffic.

Pscholka said he has seen increased traffic on Lex-
ington-Ontario Road. He does not think the detours
and increased congestion will require Lexington Po-
lice officers to perform traffic control in the village.

Mansfield City Engineer Jim DeSanto said his office
has looked into the increased traffic on the detour
route going through the city.

“We are replacing the (traffic light) loop detectors
on the south side of Cook and Trimble roads,” De-
Santo said. “And we will be retiming the signal at
Lexington Avenue onto Trimble.”

He said the retiming will allow for more northbound
drivers to make the left turn onto Trimble from
Lexington Avenue. He said the work will be done
next week.

One site that may be significantly affected by the
construction is the Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course on
Lexington Steam Corners Road.

Mid-Ohio Marketing Manager Jarrod Shirk said the
facility is ready.

“We have a good working relationship with the city
and the county and they informed us of the work,”
Shirk said. “We’ll be notifying our fanbase through
our Web site and newsletter of the closures and
alternate routes, as well as routes not to take.”

News Journal reporter David Benson contributed to this
report.
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Road work

The Lexington-Springmill Road project involves
realigning the main road, as well as intersections
with Hanley,

Owens, Cook and Home roads.

The realignments will make the roads more per-
pendicular to Lexington-Springmill road.

The project also will level hilly sections of the
road, allowing drivers to have better visibility.

The length of the project is about 1.25 miles, with
an additional half-mile of side road work.

2004 Projects

The Richland County Engineer has scheduled
the following projects for

the 2004 construction season:

* Hump removals at Bowman Street and Boyce;
Bowman Street and Richard, scheduled for
mid-summer.

» Seal coating, schedule to be decided.

* Road repair and realignment on Lexington-
Springmill Road North in Ontario, between
West Fourth Street and Ohio Route 39, sched-
uled for July.

* Pavement marking covering 250 miles of roads,
schedule to be decided.

* Removal of the Thrush Road railroad crossing,
scheduled for June.

Source: Richland County Deputy Engineer Charles
Wise




